xv.  Patient Appreciation Events
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT
Hello everyone!
GHDFC will be hosting an electronic recycling event on Tuesday September 6th for our valued patient family.
Items accepted will include: 
-TV's
-Freon Appliances
-Printers
-Vacuums
-Phones and cell phones
-Monitors
-Audio equipment
-Modems, towers, laptops, wires
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: BROKEN TELEVISIONS, PROJECTION TELEVISIONS, BATTERIES, LIGHT BULBS,
CDS, FLOPPY DISKS, VHS TAPES, CASSETTE TAPES AND FIRE ALARMS.
We will be covering all costs associated with the event, per item and pick up by the recycling company.  So please remember this is for our patient family ONLY!!
Drop off time will be announced next week in another email for Tuesday Sept 6th.
Stay tuned....and get rid of those unwanted electronics safely.
Kim Corba
BATTERY RECYCLING EVENT
Good day everyone-

Happy Earth Day!
I hope you all are enjoying the warmer weather despite some drizzles today.
I am having another event for the members of GHDFC. 
It is in honor of Earth Day. I have purchased a 5 gallon plastic container for battery recycling. It can hold up to 60 pounds of batteries!

Here is some troubling data on batteries and our environment:

"According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), each year Americans throw away more than three billion batteries. That's about 180,000 tons of batteries. More than 86,000 tons of these are single use alkaline batteries. Imagine, placed end to end these dead alkaline batteries alone would circle the world at least six times. About 14,000 tons of rechargeable batteries are thrown away in the United States."

"When that battery enters a landfill, however, the casing can be crushed or can easily degrade. This causes toxins to leach into the environment - the air you breath and the water you drink. Air and water - the two most necessary elements for life to exist. The heavy metals included in batteries are nickel, cadmium, cobalt and lead - highly detrimental to your health. Also in batteries are corrosive acids that can eat their way through many other materials and when these acids reach the right temperature, they can explode and release toxic fumes into the air. Many of the rechargeable batteries contain heavy metals such as nickel, cadmium, cobalt, mercury. According to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, cadmium can cause lung damage, kidney disease and death, while lead can damage the kidneys, nervous system and reproductive system."

I will have a white plastic container out in front of the office for battery drop-off. I will keep it there until it gets filled. Feel free to swing by and drop off your batteries into the container.
Here is a list of acceptable batteries:

Category 2 batteries:

Alkaline (NON-MERCURY)
Nickel Cadmium (DRY)
Carbon Zinc (NON-MERCURY)
Nickel Iron
Nickel Metal Hydride
Zinc Air

Category 4 batteries:

Lithium Ion ONLY

Please adhere to the above guidelines for battery recycling so there are not explosions or fires in front of my office! 
Once filled, it will be shipped back to AERC Recycling Solutions for proper disposal.
Let's work to keep our environment safe for us and future generations!
Happy Earth Day!

Kim Corba
